safer Travel

Thursday 27th November saw an invite for The LPHCA and
Private Hire Board members to City Hall to see how The
Mayor’s Safer Travel at Night campaign was progressing after
one year.

Chair Annie Marjoram, who has worked tirelessly to make
London Travel safer for everyone, was rightly very pleased
with the progress the initiatives have delivered to date.

Mayor of London Ken Livingstone welcomed new police
figures, which show a drop in the number of sexual assaults
against women using illegal touts since the launch of the Safer
Travel at Night campaign a year ago.

The Mayor was reporting the
progress of the campaign at the
Safer Travel at Night Conference at
City Hall, organised in partnership
with the Metropolitan Police and
City of London Police.

Project Sapphire, the Metropolitan
Police Service team dedicated to _
improving the investigation of all sexual offences and
improving victim care, had recorded 155 sexual offences (42 of
which were rapes) involving illegal touts over the last year,
compared to 212 sexual offences (54 of which were rapes) the
year before.

The Mayor said: ‘I have worked very hard with the police,
Transport for London and other authorities over the last year
on getting the safer travel at night message across.

‘It looks like there has s Y oy

been a reduction, gpp}z
which shows that if

we increase safe

choices for women they will use

them, but we should not be complacent.
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‘It’s still vital that we rid London of illegal touts to eradicate
this threat to Londoners’ safety.’

Commander John Yates of the Metropolitan Police said: ‘Over
the past year the Met has been working at all levels to crack
down on illegal cabs. The Transport Operational Command
Unit has made over 500 arrests and the Clubs and Vice unit
have visited over 200 clubs in Westminster to explain how they
can help customers get home safely.

‘We have been working closely with the Government to make
touting a recordable offence and I'm pleased that they have
now taken on board our advice. This means we can be even
more effective in identifying and catching criminals who work
under the guise of an illegal cab driver — putting the fear of
crime back onto the criminals.’

Assistant Met Police Commissioner Mike Bowron said:
‘Operations targeting illegal minicab drivers are ongoing in
the City, using plain-clothed and uniformed officers. While
helping to reduce the number of assaults by taxi touts, many
of our operations have highlighted and addressed the
roadworthiness of the vehicles they use, which ultimately adds
to the safety of the travelling public.’

TOUTING NOW A RECORDABLE OFFENCE

As well as the Safer Travel at Night Campaign, Project Sapphire
and the many other great initiatives being undertaken by the
police there is more good news. From December 1st Illegal
Touting became a recordable offence.

This means that drivers caught illegally touting for business
face being fingerprinted and having their DNA recorded on
the national criminal database.

By becoming a recordable offence it gives police more powers
to identify illegal drivers who are believed to be responsible
for hundreds of sexual assaults.

As well as being associated with sexual assaults on their
passengers, unlicensed drivers are uninsured and often have
large numbers of previous criminal convictions.

Touting is key to these illegal drivers getting business and
potential victims. The new powers announced will help the
police deal with unlicensed drivers before passengers get into
their cars.

It will also help police catch illegal drivers who continually
flout the law even if working in different towns and cities in
the UK.

The Home Office Minister for
Community Safety, Hazel Blears, said:

Crime Reduction and

‘Enabling police to take fingerprints and DNA samples will
help forces across the country catch those who are trying to
evade the law.’
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Transport Minister Tony McNulty said:

‘I warmly welcome this change in the law
which will greatly improve safety for the J
travelling public. The Government is fully

aware that many people, particularly J
women, have genuine safety concerns —
about travelling home, especially at night. We are committed
to reducing crime and the fear of crime wherever it occurs in
the transport system.

‘Touting for taxi services is illegal and potentially very
dangerous; this change reflects our long standing
determination to deal with taxi touts. We take very seriously
the task of ensuring that those operators who provide minicab
services are properly licensed and | would urge travellers to
make sure that they always call a reputable cab firm. Members
of the public have the right to expect a safe and reliable
service.’

Metropolitan Police Commander John Yates, Association of
Chief Police Officer's spokesman for rape, said:

"We have been working closely with the Mayor of London and
the Government to make touting a recordable offence. The
new legislation means we can be even more effective in
identifying and catching criminals who work under the guise
of an illegal cab driver - putting the fear of crime back into the
criminals.’

Minicabs must always be booked through an operator.






