A full house...

The end of February saw a packed members

meeting at the National Union
of Teachers to discuss issues
from Vehicle Licensing to
potentially obtaining a great
deal of new work from the
Taxicard scheme.

Taxicard bid

The busy evening started with a technology presentation by
The Transport Consortium, a group that comprises of Hackney
Community Transport, Xeta, Radio Taxis and Logical Transport.

A full power-point presentation and work distribution
demonstration was given which showed how using smart
software and the latest generation of PDA's drivers can receive
work like Taxicard directly to the vehicle in conjunction with
their operator.

The Taxicard contract, which is up for renewal this year, offers
The Private Hire Industry the opportunity to undertake
Taxicard work, particularly in areas where poor service
provision has been experienced.

The presentation demonstrated the ability for the system to

This is a genuine partnership with private hire rather than a
‘you do the work that we don’t want scenario’.

Taxicard was designed to provide transport for people who
need ‘door to door’ transport and in fact was introduced by
Mayor Ken Livingstone in his GLC days.

The consortium'’s bid, in conjunction with Graded Private Hire
Companies, if successful will be the first major ground
breaking partnership between a serious number of Licensed
Taxis and Private Hire Vehicles working indirectly alongside
each other to serve the interests of Londoners.

provide work to the nearest vehicle taxi or private hire,
in a non-discriminatory way. The most appropriate and
nearest vehicle then gets chosen so users of the scheme,
if the consortium bid is successful, will get a much
better service.

From the Licensed Private Hire Operators point of view
this presents the opportunity of undertaking work from
outside normal realms. The work is also typically not at
peak times with many journeys between 10.00 and
16.00 and at weekends.

Operators will also have the opportunity to stop drivers

Fleet Insurance Update

The Next item on the agenda was brought
forward while the presentation technology
was changed around and Martin Harris gave
our Captive Insurance Group members the
news they had been waiting for. J & M can
now provide fleet insurance schemes and
facilities for members of the LPHCA captive
Insurance cell.

Martin spoke briefly with this announcement
and advised members to see one of the many

on their circuits receiving the work when they are
inundated with their own work.

J & M representatives present for details.



