Private Hire Board

As usual it's been a busy period, the

introduction of vehicle licensing has

caused its fair share of problems. The

Private Hire Board has been working
with The LPHCA and The PCO to iron

many of these out.

As a result of our efforts a new information
sheet will in the near future be sent out by
The PCO with the application to licence a
vehicle. A draft is set out below which will
have the majority of do’s and don'ts in it.

The largest number of failures at the
centres is caused by drivers failing to take
the correct paperwork. The other area is
radio fitment where a learning process is
going on both by the trade and The PCO as
to how a radio should be fitted and where
is the best place to fit it.

Guidelines from Ofcom (MPT1362 this can
be found on the Ofcom website) have been
the basis for most of these decisions, but
the PCO has been setting the standards for
things like fitting a radio in the passenger
compartment.

| raised the question as to why they should
be changing the rules or adding new ones
and a PCO spokesperson explained, “The
PCO is looking at more fittings of radios
than any other body and must always put
passenger safety first.”

Whilst | have to agree and say that is
probably true | believe that they should
consult with the trade first and publish the
why’s and give reasonable notice of change
before they implement.

Please take note at The PCO! Changes to
regulations for MoT's are published in
advance and an implementation date is
advertised. Please stop ‘the pass today’ and
‘fail tomorrow system’ that seems to exist at
the moment.

“The PCO hate wires”.

One more small comment on this subject,
“The PCO hate wires”. It would seem that if
you have a wire that can be seen or worse,
touched by an examiner (even if hidden
away under the drivers seat) you risk a
failure.
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Here is a draft copy
of the dos and don‘ts

that will be circulated soon

by The PCO.

by EDDIE TOWNSON
Chairman Private Hire Board

1. BOOKING A LICENSING INSPECTION

Call 0845 378 2345 to contact the

licensing call centre.

Use this number to either:

* make an appointment for a licensing
inspection

e confirm or change a pre-arranged
licensing appointment or location

¢ change a licensing appointment time or
location

e cancel a licensing appointment

2. DOCUMENTATION

You should bring with you:

ea good quality photocopy or the
original DVLA V5 (Registration
Document) for the vehcile being
inspected. Or, where the vehile is new
and yet to be registered with the DVLA,
a copy of the vehicle manufacturer’s
delivery document for that vehicle

the original insurance ceretificate, valid
cover note or bond or fleet insurance
certificate for the vehcile being tested
the current Road Fund Excise Licence
(Tax Disc) and ensure that it is affixed to
the vehicle being tested

for vehciles more than 12 months (1
year) old at the time of the licensing
inspection you must have a valid MoT
certificate issued no more than 14 days
prior to the date of the inspection

3. TWO-WAY RADIOS

Ensure that:

e any two-way radio equipment does not
encroach the front passenger area and
that any wiring, fixtures or fittings do
not present a hazard to the driver or
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any passengers (Equipment securely
fitted under the passenger seat or the
glove-box will be permitted)

e wiring is correctly fused and has been
installed in accordance with the industry
guidelines (usually direct to the battery
or the auxiliary side of the fuse box)

4. TINTED WINDOWS

e For vehicles first used before 1st April
1985 the front windscreen and windows
to either side of the driver must allow at
least 70% of light to be transmitted
through them

e For vehicles first used after the 1st April
1985 the windscreen must allow 75% of
light to be transmitted whilst the
windows on either side of the driver
must allow a minimum of 70% of light
to be transmitted through them

5. BODY DAMAGE

Our inspector will assess vehicle damage,
at the inspection. A licence will be
refused if there is evidence of significant
body damage, which will include rusting,
insecure or crudely repaired body
panels/lbumpers. In the event of refusal
the inspector will explain their reasons.

6. ADDITIONAL FITTINGS

Any additional fixtures and fittings will
be assessed to ensure compliance with
road traffic legislation and guidelines.
This assessment will primarily want to
ensure that the fitting does not pose a
hazard for the driver, passenger or other
road users.







