For some time now we have been giving serious thought to
the idea of separately identifying in our listings pages, Graded
Companies who are able to offer wheelchair accessible vehicle
services both to the travelling public at large and to other
Networked Graded Companies.

So far as the travelling public at large are concerned you will
readily recognise that this magazine, as well as being liberally
distributed to our membership, also gets issued to many work
providers, as well as numerous Local Authorities, not only in
London and the Home Counties but throughout the U.K.

So in this edition, and indeed all future editions, such
Companies will be identified with the now

familiar and standard disabled wheelchair logo.

With the changes which have already taken place

in the Disability Discrimination Act we have

taken on board the need to highlight such

facilities in the hope that more and more Graded

Companies might decide to augment their

existing services with such additional facilities.

From that point of view it | was pleased to note

during my Annual Re-Grading visit this year, that

one of our Graded Companies (who currently operate in and
provide specialist wheelchair accessible transport at West
Middlesex Hospital), have now expanded their activities to
embrace the leasing of the Fiat Diablo range of wheelchair
accessible vehicles to other Private Hire Operators.

This will be of much interest to those of you who
may not currently wish to invest in a total
commitment to the purchase of such vehicles but
who might consider either a short or long term
leasing arrangement, perhaps when their own
specialist vehicles are unavailable.

With our listings now featuring the fact that some Graded
Companies are already able to offer such facilities it would
seem only a natural progression that others of you may wish
to follow suit in which case we would appreciate learning
about this from you so that we may update our listings pages.

Should you require any further information about the above
wheelchair accessible Fiat Diablo leasing please contact us at
Head Office and we will pass on your details for you.

As well as including the wheelchair logo in the latest listings,
below is a list of companies who have informed us at Grading
Visits that they have specialist vehicles available. If any
members not listed have specialist vehicles please advise us as
soon as possible.

The LPHCA is often asked for information about its members
and the services that are provided so in the New Year this
additional information will be provided on the LPHCA website
www.LPHCA.co.uk as well as in this magazine.



