Readers will recall that
back in edition 38 the
LPHCA was contacted
by Les Shaw of Ashtead
Cars. Les managed to
get a place on the
Government'’s Email
Petition Website with:

- /

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to Class
Private Hire Car Vehicles in the same catagory as Taxis
regarding use of bus lanes.”

Les's efforts got 820 signatures and whilst it could have got
more it has made a point to Government whose response
was:

The relevant national legislation in this area, the Transport
Act 2000, does not distinguish between taxis and licensed
private hire vehicles. The Act provides local highway
authorities with the ability to decide for themselves whether
to permit either class of vehicle to use their bus lanes.

The Government considers that these decisions are best
made at the local authority level, reflecting local
circumstances and priorities.

Use of bus lanes by vehicles other than buses will depend on
the provisions of the Traffic Regulation Order relating to
that bus lane.

Traffic Regulation Orders are made by local authorities.
Some authorities have used Traffic Regulation Orders to
exempt private hire vehicles from bus lane restrictions, and
the Department for Transport (DfT) has facilitated these
exemptions by issuing the relevant Traffic Sign
Authorisations to those authorities who request them.

In joined up writing we believe this means:

There is no legal reason why Private Hire cannot use bus
lanes provided Local Authorities wish to permit them and in
some cases local authoritites have already allowed such use.
Furthermore the DfT has allowed these exemptions and has
issued Traffic Sign Authorisations.

The good news is that we can get into the bus lanes the bad
news is that in England & Wales alone we need to convince
over 350 Local Authorities.

Focusing on the positive in London Mayor Ken Livingstone
has expressed his support for Licensed Private Hire usage,
even better in Birmingham the very forward thinking
Birmingham City Council has embarked on a Trial use of
bus lanes by Private Hire Vehicles.
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The Council have stated:

“So that buses can get ahead of traffic queues, bus lanes
are provided on many routes in the city. However as the
amount of traffic in the city grows, road space is
becoming increasingly valuable.

We are now looking at ways to make more effective and
efficient use of the roads - this can include opening up
bus lanes to sustainable forms of transport other than
buses, hackney carriages and pedal cycles”.

Before making a final decision on what vehicles are
permanently allowed to use bus lanes, Birmingham City
Council are carrying out two trials, which started on Monday
26 November 2007, lasting for up to 18 months until June
2009 - importantly one for Private Hire Vehicles in bus lanes
along New Town Row, Birchfield Road, and Walsall Road and
another for Motorcycles or Powered Two Wheelers (PTW)
along the A435 Moseley Road, Alcester Road and Alcester
Road South.

The bus lane road markings, time of operation and existing
traffic sign positions will remain unchanged. However, the
existing traffic signs will be replaced by new traffic signs
which allow PHVs to use the existing bus lanes.

Very interestingly PHVs are referred to as
‘authorised vehicles’ on the new signs, as
shown.

Birmingham City Council’s Local Transport
Plan (LTP) identifies the important role
that hackney carriages (taxis) and private
hire vehicles (PHV) play in

providing an integrated

transport system, including their

role in supporting economic
revitalisation; improving

accessibility and social inclusion;
supporting sustainable travel

patterns; improving safety and

health; and providing an

important link between public transport modes.

The LPHCA congratulates Birmingham on these trails and will
support all other forward thinking Local Authorities
following their lead. We will also be holding a number of
meetings of our members to sustain and assist the
momentum. The first meeting will be with our Platinum
Members early in the New Year followed by a General
Meeting in early spring.



