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Whilst the Public Carriage Office (PCO) in
London are changing the requirements for
Taxi and Private Hire Drivers regarding their
Driving Licence, it is a good time to remind
everyone that generally every 10 years you
must replace your PhotoCard Driving Licence.

In most circumstances, you will need to
renew the photo on your driving licence
before it expires, as the photograph is only
valid for 10 years. 

If you are a short period licence holder (over
70 or medical short period) you will only
need to renew your photograph when your
driving entitlement expires.

To Renew your photograph with
a renewal application
The Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency
(DVLA) will send you a renewal application
pack two months before your
photo is due to expire. 

You will need to: 
complete the enclosed
form
include a new passport type photo of
yourself that’s been taken within the last
month (you don’t need the back of the
photo signed)
return both parts of your driving licence
(PhotoCard and Counterpart Document)
at the time of publication you will also
need to enclose a cheque or postal order
for £17.50 (no fee is needed if you have a
medical short period licence or you are
aged 70 or over)
send your completed application and fee
to DVLA, Swansea SA99 1DH

If you have changed your name, e.g. by
marriage, you will also need to provide
identity documents as proof.

To Renew your photograph
without a renewal application
If for any reason you don’t receive the
renewal application forms, you can use the
D1 ‘application for a driving licence’. This is
available from the DVLA form ordering
service, and Post Office® branches. You can
check the expiry date of your photo in
section 4b on the front of your driving
licence.

Renewing the photo 
on your driving licence

If you are not presently using CabOperator to manage your documents, visit
www.caboperator.co.uk to see how a very cost effective online system can help
you keep up to date with all your document compliance requirements.

CabOperator users will simply need to
add the 10 year expiry date to the
licence copy stored on the system and
reminders to renew will automatically be
given to pass on to the driver concerned.

As the system currently recommends
both licence and counterpart in all cases
the requirement changes announced by
the PCO will not present any challenges
for users.


