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A wise friend once told me that if Private Hire was to develop 
as a trade and wanted to be taken seriously it would have to 
lobby, furthermore the LPHCA would need to use the services of 
a top lobbyist.

The LPHCA is very fortunate to have secured 
the services of one of the very best, a close 
friend and confidant – Robin Hulf of Hulf 
McRae Limited.

It was in fact another great friend, Diana 
Lamplugh OBE, who introduced me to 
Robin, bringing him along to a meeting 
that we were running together in the early 

nineties, when London Licensing was a hope and a fantasy 
rather than a likely reality.

Robin is our Political Advisor who has tirelessly lobbied in our 
corner, with valuable information and advice that has shaped 
our ‘politically successful strategies’ both accurately and wisely, 
time and time again.

Many LPHCA Members who attend our meetings will have met 
Robin or at least heard him speak as he guided us through 
the minefield that is Political Strategy. We have endeavoured 
to put some of our great successes in this our 50th edition of 
Private Hire News and I can say that Robin’s mark is on all 
those achievements.

I decided to write this tribute to Robin when he emailed me a 
short while ago whilst lobbyists were getting a terrible press; 
and when he was clearly quite dismayed at the perception and 
misrepresentation of his trade and colleagues.

The lobbying industry is a big one and there are lobbying 
groups that are over-zealous in their pursuit of their client’s 
objectives but in Robin Hulf we have a special person, whose 
highly ethical and calm approach to the task in hand has been 
instrumental in getting us into the excellent position we are  
in today.

I hope this small piece goes some way to redressing the bad 
and inaccurate press hysteria that surrounded Robin and his 
colleagues, quite wrongly in my view, a short time ago.

Steve Wright
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